
ORIGINAL
ORIGINAL

EX PARTE OR LATE:: FILED

SWIDLER BERLIN SHEREFF FRIEDMAN, LLP
THE WASHINGTON HARBOUR

3000 K STREET, NW, SUITE 300 NEW YORK OFFICE

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5116 THE CHRYSLER BUILDING
TELEPHONE (202)424-7500 405 LEXINGTON AVENUE
FACSIMILE (202) 424-7643 NEW YORK, NY 10174

WWW.SWIDLAW.COM AECEIVE(2) 973-0111 FAX (212) 891-9598

May 3, 2002
MAY - 32002

VIA COURIER

Marlene R. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 Ith Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Ex Parte: WT Docket No. 01-108

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the Commission's rules, this will provide notice that on
May 2,2002, Cloyce Newton (Director of Operations for Golf Technologies and Global Vehicle
Communications, John Deere Technologies), Jason A. Francque (Manager, Federal Government
Affairs for Deere & Company) and the undersigned met with Commissioner Kevin Martin and
Sam Feder (Office of Commissioner Kevin Martin) concerning issues in the above-captioned
proceeding. We urged the Commission to preserve the AMPS standard and channelization plan
for at least 10 years. We explained that while Deere & Company has tried, and continues to try,
to implement satellite solutions, neither satellite service, nor digital cellular service provide
solutions for Deere & Company's telematic applications for reasons of coverage and equipment
availability, as well as cost. We stressed the importance of other key issues before the
Commission as set forth in Attachment I that was provided at the meeting. We also provided the
Commissioner and Mr. Feder with a Deere & Company brochure that details the Company's
construction product. This brochure is included as Attachment 2.

Sincerely,

cc: Commissioner Kevin Martin
Sam Feder

Helen E. Disenhaus
Ronald W. Del Sesto, Jr.
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ATTACHMENT 1

Talking Points



JOHN DEERE

DEERE SUPPORTS RETENTION OF AMPS STANDARD AND
CHANNELIZATlON PLAN FOR AT LEAST 10 YEARS

The Bottom Line

John Deere is a 164 year old company. The future of Deere is technology based.

This technology and these products are critical to improved efficiency and productivity in
agriculture and the heavy equipment industry.

AMPS is the only ubiquitous, continuous-coverage service with universal compatibility
in the US, and will likely be the only one for 10 years.

Deere ha~ invested millions of dollars in development and implementation of AMPS­
based communication server technologies (hardware and software).

AMPS is the only service that works in the U.S. We tried satellite without success. We
use GSM very successfully in Europe.

We understand the FCC is leaning towards deregulation. If left to the market, AMPS will
not likely survive because only rural areas have no alternatives.

Hardened dual mode modems are not available.

Next generation hardware platform design has been put on hold due to lack of availability
of a dual mode modem.

Background

Deere & Company is a leader in bringing advanced telecommunications-based services,
inclUding telematics applications, to the agricultural,construction and commercial
equipment industries.

Deere's tclecommunications-based services include:

GreenStar™ Precision Farming System
DcereTrax ™ Vehicle Fleet Managemcnt System for Construction Industry
JDLink ™ Machine Messcnger Advanced Management System for Machines and
Operators for the Agriculture Industry



Deere not wedded to particular type of communications service
Choice is application-specific. dictated by application's requirements

DeereTrax ™ and JDLink™ Rely on Advanced Mobile Phone Service ("AMPS")

Offers ubiquitous, continuous-coverage service with universal compatibility
Vehicles often in rural areas
Vehicles move between rural and urban areas in a single day
Vehicles move through multiple providers' service areas

Channelization plan ensures seamless compatibility
No interruptions when moving between territories of different service providers

Industry-hardened, robust modems available

Compatible with Deere and third party legacy products that will be in use for many years
Rural and agricultural operators often have no other service options
Equipment integrated into vehicles - not a simple handset replacement issue
Smaller companies particularly use after-market equipment and would be hardest­
hit by premature phase-out



Digital Service Not Yet a Viable Option in the U.S.

No common standard
Defeats necessary compatibility

No mandatory coverage rules ensuring ubiquity
Rural areas not assured of coverage

No industry-hardened modems
None likely until common 3G standard -- many years away
Dual-mode modems similarly unavailable

Leaves legacy equipment users high and dry
Retrofitting and replacement expensive
Not an option for rural coverage

AMPS and Current Channelization Plan Should Remain in Place for 10 Years

Corresponds to heavy equipment life-cycles

3G common standard more likely

Digital deployment more extensive

402364vl



ATTACHMENT 2

Deere & Company Brochure
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